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1. What is the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)? 

2. Where is EAB found? 

3. Update on the City of Ottawa’s response to 
EAB 

4. Ash trees on private property 

5. Questions 

Emerald Ash Borer 
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 Invasive wood-boring 
beetle native to Asia 

 Attacks and destroys 
all species of ash trees 

 Does not attack other 
tree species 

 No natural predators 
to control EAB in 
Canada 

What is the Emerald Ash Borer? 
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Ash trees infested with EAB 
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 Originally identified in Michigan in 2002 

 Confirmed in Ottawa in 2008  

 Spends most of its lifecycle under the bark 
of trees and it can be moved with firewood 
or other tree materials  

 Able to fly, but spread of EAB has been 
primarily along major highways and 
transport routes 

 Humans are the main vector of dispersal 

EAB Background 
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            2014 Wood Movement Boundary Map 
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 Ash trees make up 20 - 25% of Ottawa’s urban and rural 
forests and eastern Ontario’s forests 
 

Potential Impact on Local Forest Cover 
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Regional Approach 

l Regional Forest Health Network 

l City of Ottawa, City of Gatineau, National Capital 
Commission, Conservation Authorities, Arboretum 

l Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 

l Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

l Canadian Forest Service 

l Eastern Ontario Model Forest  

l Mohawk Council of Akwesasne 

l L’Agence de mise valeur des forets privée 
outouaises  
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City of Ottawa EAB Monitoring 
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Five Steps to Manage the Impact: 

 

1. Proactive and Replacement Tree Planting 

2. Selective Tree Injections 

3. Tree Removal 

4. Wood Movement and Disposal 

5. Public Awareness and Outreach 

 
 

 

 

 

 

City of Ottawa EAB Strategy  
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• Plant trees on City 
property in areas of 
high ash density in 
advance of removal 

• Replacement trees 
planted following ash 
tree removal 
 

New tree (maple) 

Ash tree 

Proactive Tree Planting 
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 Annual/Biennial injection 
required 

 

 TreeAzin 
 Biological-based insecticide 

made from neem trees 

 Delivered through a special tree 
injection system 
 

 Potential for use to preserve  
large specimens or  
significant trees 
 

 

Selective Tree Injections 
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Ash tree removal 

l 120 trees (2009) 

l 900 trees (2010) 

l 2000 trees (2011) 

l 2600 trees (2012) 

l 3200 trees (2013) 

l 4000 + (2014) 
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Queensway Park – During 
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Queensway Park – After 
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 Controlled wood handling and processing 
 Trail Road Waste Facility 

  Private sawmill 

Wood Movement and Disposal 
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• Workshops 
 

• Educational Materials 
 

• Community Outreach  

 

• Stakeholder awareness / promotion of 
management strategy 

 

• Ottawa.ca/eab 

Public Awareness / Outreach 
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Neighbourhood 
Management 

Plan (EXAMPLE) 
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Ash trees on Private Property 

Residents should: 
 Identify/inventory ash trees on their property 

 

 Understand how EAB works 
 

 Consider pesticide treatment (if appropriate) 
 

 Consider new tree planting 
 

 Plan for ash tree removal (where necessary) 
 

 Consult professionals for advice 
 

 Visit ottawa.ca for more information 

 


